
THE FRIENDS OF THE HYDE PARK PICTURE HOUSE

Key points from the proposed Charity Constitution *

*PLEASE NOTE the full constitution document is available upon request. It is based upon a model
constitution provided by the Charity Commission.

OBJECTS

The charity’s objects (‘the objects’) are

1. To promote, support and participate in the cultural landscape of Hyde Park,
Leeds and Yorkshire, particularly through an appreciation and understanding

of the art of cinema

2. To celebrate the heritage of the Hyde Park Picture House and ensure its
preservation and continued use for cinema and related arts by and for all

sections of the community.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership is open to individuals over eighteen on payment of the current fee.

Renewable Membership lasts for the period of one year. It provides voting rights as specified by
the constitution and guarantees the member a selection of benefits arranged in conjunction with
the cinema.

MANAGEMENT OF THE CHARITY

APPLICATION OF INCOME

The income and property of the charity shall be applied solely towards the promotion of the
objects.

DISSOLUTION

If the members resolve to dissolve the charity the trustees will remain in office to enable the
winding up the affairs of the charity.

The Trustees must apply any remaining property or income directly for the objects.

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

The charity may amend any provision contained in this constitution provided that no amendment
may be made that would have the effect of making the charity cease to be a charity at law and
no amendment may be made to alter the objects if the change would undermine or work
against the previous objects of the charity.

Amendments to the Objects of the Charity must be made by resolution passed by two thirds of
the members present and voting at a general meeting.

Amendments to the administrative arrangements in the constitution must be made by resolution
passed by a simple majority of the members present and voting at a general meeting.



GENERAL MEETINGS

The charity must hold a general meeting each year and not more than fifteen months may
elapse between successive annual general meetings.

In addition the trustees have the power to call a special general meeting at any time. This must
be done if requested to do so in writing by at least ten members or one tenth of the membership,
whichever is the greater. The request must state the nature of the business that is to be discussed.

The minimum period of notice required to hold any general meeting of the charity is fourteen
clear days.

QUORUM

The quorum for general meetings is 20 members entitled to vote upon the business to be
conducted at the meeting; or one tenth of the total membership at the time, whichever is the
greater.

VOTES

Each member shall have one vote but if there is an equality of votes the motion falls.

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

The charity shall be managed by a committee comprising of trustees and other members elected
in accordance with this constitution (referred to here as ‘the trustees’).

The charity shall have the following officers: A chair, a secretary, a treasurer. There shall also be a
representative of the Leeds Grand Theatre and Opera House Ltd, the parent company of the
Hyde Park Picture House.

The number of trustees shall be not less than three and no more than 11.

Trustees shall be members appointed at a General Meeting (Annual or Special). Existing trustees
shall retire with effect from the conclusion of each annual general meeting but shall be
immediately eligible for re-election. If there are vacancies, trustees can appoint additional
trustees to serve until the next election.

POWERS OF TRUSTEES

The trustees must manage the business of the charity including fundraising, administration
(including minutes, year-end accounts, Annual Reports, etc), and most importantly ensuring the
charity is working towards the achievement of its objects.

RULES

The trustees may from time to time make rules or bye-laws for the conduct of their business. The
rules or bye-laws shall be binding on all members of the charity. No rule or bye-law shall be
inconsistent with, or shall affect or repeal anything contained in, the full charity constitution.

ADOPTION OF THE NEW CONSITUTION

If this constitution is adopted by a two thirds majority of the members attending the AGM on
Sunday 11th May 2014 it will come into immediate effect and the new committee will seek
registration with the Charity Commission.


